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to Overthrow the Republic.
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Castelar (?)
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Tho Necessity of DemocraticPropaganda.
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General Priiu and "Boss" Tweed Cora-
pored.

A Manly View of Spanish
Politics.

Cakcel Nacionai., I
Santandbr, Spain, June 1873. j

It appears that my chances of "breathing the air
of freedom" nnder the flag of the Spanish Republic
.arc not much better than under the bandera of
nigger-whipping Cuba. Probably It is due to a
considerate care for my nervous well being, that I
am not suddenly and unexpectedly let loose luto
the rariflcd air of the new Federal Republic. This
reflection has been forced on me by the positiou of

MY I'BKSENT DOMICILE,
which consists of a suite of apartments, made up
of a small chambre A courtier, un salon de lecture
and une grand* sallv <W promenade. A neighboringlanyard prevents the change of atmosphere
from being too sudden, and prepares mc gradually
for the time, which I bone is m>t too far distant,
when the enjoyment of untainted air shall no

longer be considered dangerous to my constitution.
It will be a long time before 1 lorgct my

CUBAN <jl"ARTKKS. '

me uuy i whs reiuuvcu iruui ue laiuuuosi- ui uit

Cnbaiia, Mr. springer, of the American Consulate,
came to tbe door to sec mc, and as I wished to have
evidence as to the exact state 01 that, horrible den,
1 invited him t& step in lor a minute, lie replied
that he had rather not, and I told linn I thought it
contemptible in a man to tear death from asphixia.
On this he became irreverent. He said "lie did not
care a d n what I thought, the United States did
not pay bint to buy pcriume. anil it would lake at
least five dollar's worth of eau do cologue to muse
him presentable in decern society if he crossed tie
thieshold." Tins, to my mind, was an unwarrantableprejudice in a republican, and I told him so;

, but he became irreverent again, so for his
soul's suko I allowed him to depart in
peace. I was especially anxious that
the British Vice Consul, should come and inspect
the calaboose where I was confined; but that gen-
tlcinan, for reasons which, no doubt, he will be
able to explain at the proper moment, took care
not to visit ine until the day before 1 was embarked
for Spain, when 1 was in the comparatively princely
quarters of Mr. l'rice. The Vice Consul was on two
occasions in the Cabana, but, under the pretence
that I was incommunicado, he avoided coming to
sop t.hn ml ft I innwo In nil nrnhnliilitv I tshmilil Ihivp

been forced to make the voyage lu company with
the sick soldiers and the otTsconrmg of the Spanish
population of Cuba hud it not been tor the kindnessol General Torocrt, the American Consul General.Seeing myself abandoned by the representativeof my government, I wrote to General Torbert,
asking hint to interpose in my interest with
the Captain General and obtain permission lor
me to travel first class at my own expense. After
some difficulty this request wa-- acceded to, and 1
was spared many suiferings, mental and corporal.
It Is not my intention to give any extended descriptionol my voyage, suffice It to say that It was
monotonous and dreary in the extreme. Most of
the cabin passengers were cither oillccrs or representativesof Havana merchants. A stranger
would never have thought this, lor, with the exceptionof about a dozen decent people, they were the
most vulgar and vulgar-looking collection of human
beings it has ever been inv misfortune to lull
among. They looked lor all the world like a

crowd of horse-jockeys, prize-lighters' hangers-on,
with a spriuklirigof tinkers and soldiers, and their
conduct did not much belie their looks. Scarcely a

day passed without something impertinent or

Irritating being addressed indirectly to nie, and
on one occasion "a geuUeman and an officer'" said
at the table that the people who emigrated to the
United States were the offscourings and thieves
or Europe. This was going a little too tar, and 1
felt myself called upon to tellhirn plainly that

"HE WAS A LIAR,"'
when he took It al! back like a prudent man. I
admit that it waij very rude language, but then I
do not well sec what other course was left lor me.
Besides, this little Incident had the advantage of
preventing any more inconvenieut remarks addressedtn my direction.
Telegrams have been received from General

Sickles and Mr. bayard, in which It is staled that
the government Is

BENEVOLENTLY INCLINED
in my regard. This' is certainly very pleasant to
know; but there'is nothing to Indicate when the
good will of the government may decide In restoringme to liberty. It is peculiarly annoying to be

cooped up when one can near from his window republicanbands pouring forth the grand untticin,
'Liberty, Llberto, Uhfrie," and one leels inclined

to he somewhat cynical and question the value of

popular government. Still, 1 admit that the momentla an unpropitions one tor tnc consideration
of my caBe, as the new government la surrounded

by all kinds of difficulties and dangers. It can.

therefore, scarcely be expected to occupy itself
with the griefs of an Individual. There are momentswhen I reel serious alarm lest another scvolotionshould take place before my case has been
settled. It is charitable to think that If Castclar
were still in power my release would have been
decided upon long before now, and for this reason
1 feel very much Inclined to quarrel with the new

order of things.
"Yesterday the official

PROCLAMATION OK TMd PEDEKAf. KEPl'BLIC
took place In this town, and I could hear the bands
playing the "Marseillaise," to the accompaniment
oi aome mnBket shots. i;y climbing up to my window
1 was enabled also to catch a glimpse of the head
gear of a company of federalists, who bore the new
trl-color flag. It seems the federalists are rcAglyodto Witu the old "haui ami bacoo,"

NEW YOI
upon wnicn tne Spanish cavaliers were wont to
tioaat, with good reason, that "the sun nevor act."
If. with the change or nag, the people can be got to
look forward, instead of backward, In Hilly worship
or past glory, there may be a brilliant and honorablecareer yet in store Tor Spulu.
llow these event* may aflect

CUBA
10, perhaps, the poiut of moat Interest to the
American reader, and to inc the issue seems clear

'enough. Matters have just now arrived at that
stage which renders the loss oi Cuba Inevitable.
Kltticr the federal Republic will bo true to the
principles upon which It has been founded and give
to Cuba a home government or it will continue tho
war of extermination. Should the first resolution
he tiaken uinch bloodshed and trouble may bo
avoided and the island continue for years nominallyau Integral part of Spain; ii the latter, the
cuauce* 01 tpe republicans putting uowu tu>' insurrectionare still inoro remote than uudor the
old system. It is to he supposed also that the
Aincrieaii people will one day get tired nt looking
on at the slaughter of Americana by European
hirelings. Very many in the United States are apt
to forget thai

rilK CUBANS ARK AMElllCANS, .

and tha^ln the eyes of their butchers this is their
ciuer crime. Even Spanish republicans can

scarcely expect the United Stales to stand by
while uien, claiming liberty for themselves, shoot
down Americans who claim the inalienable right
of every niau to freedom. On the oilier hand,
should the present government Uo overthrown and
a despotism established, ft would become doubly
the duty ot the United States to intoricre. 1 hope,
therefore, that no time will be lost in completing
the ships voted by Congress, if I see Pi y Margallbefore leaving Spain I intend to urge on him
the wisdom of accepting Ccspcdes' oiler.that the
Spaniards should abandon Cuba and receive in exchange$70,ooo,uoo guaranteed by the United Stales,
if this course were taken Spain could enter
on the work ol regeneration vvitli every
chance of a succssfiil consummation of the work.
The chief danger to the Republic springs Irom want
of funds, and tic re is Just the means of supplying
that want. If Spain desires conquest and glory
Ainca is open to her,where her rule mighttie made
really useful to civilization. No one would object
to her extending her power over Morocco, which
is one of the richest countries in the world, but
almost, wholly undeveloped under its present
rulers. If the Spaniard* do not take my advice
they will regret it. for one of these days they will
..»! a I li.,r,.i,.rh »I ii- >> n'l < n. I tlluv will tlttvn llolthxr

Cuba nor tbe millions to console them.
1 have already srivcn some slight account, of tlio

"chivalrous" way In wlucti the Havana authorities
treated me, and there Is very little temptation to
recur to ho uninviting a subject. So rv the treat-
rneut accorded to the impriHoucd representatives
ofthe free press by the. Spanish Republic has certainlynot been marked by any extraordinary consideration,yet It would be a mistake to attribute
any of tbe insults ottered to mc during my incur-
ceration in "t^e ever faithful lslg" to the liberal
parties in this country. The truth is Cuba is a
nnlitJcal n.ariah thai, ileirpailcs all Biirtlcs liv sitnnle

contact. There is in the atmosphere of the "Queen
of the Antilles" the kind of moral Infection at-
trlbuted to other creatures of heavenliest seeming,
whose bright smile and scented breath are fatal to
the austerest virtue, especially of Captains General.
That unfortunate class of public servants are peculiarlyexposed to the'atmospheric influence ofthis
cllroc on the official constitution, and the result is
that escape from its evil effects is in their case
without precedent. It must be said, however, in
justice to the contagion so fatal to otilcial morality,
that, ir dangerous in a moral aspect troin its ma-
tonal and seltish point of view, the infirmities it
brings iu Its l rain compensate In some minds for
the moral damage sustained. The smiles of gerwj
erous beauty: the applause of men distinguished
by their high position; the enjoyment of boundless
revenues that shame the "Arabian Nights" and en-
able the lavontc child or fortune to build chateaux
ev Espagne In real solid tuusoury.not the airy
nothings that while away the lighter hours or
Gallic neighbors.console the otilcial conscience for
loss ol so useless a commodity as honesty. It is
not to )>e wondered at, therelore, if under the usual
pressure

CENKKAf. rrEI.TAIN
has become convinced that there were two sides
to the Cuban question, and that the Madrid gov-
eminent .ire not taking the view most In accord-
ance with a Captain General's interest. Under the
magic influence of the Megrern's eloquence t lie re-
publican official was necessarily shaken In his con-
victiou as to the convenience and propriety of
granting freedom to the slaves; if the government
would only give time, sav a thousand years or so,
the slave owners would by that time huve gradu-
alii prepared the way for the total emancipation
of the colored people without exposing the structureol society to any rude shocks. Tins and simi[
lar arguments are bo cogent, so new, and made in
such good initli, that the otilcial mind, which has
Already been skilfully nrenared lor the reenntioii ol

such important truth*, is at once convinced. The
orders troin Madrid arc certainly based on a total
misapprehension of the true state oi the island,
and it is therelore the duty of every true Spaniard
not to take any step that may Imperil tha national
unity; and as a prooi of the "true Spaniard's " devotionto the indogridail national, the orders of
the home government are thrown into the waste
paper basket, and a vigorous protest sent home
about the impossibility oi putting revolutionary
reiorms into force without reducing the "Kve>r
Faithful Isle" to the state ol St. Domingo. The
solid foundation of the ehMeau on Expagno has now
been laid, and if the lust addition to the ranksoi the
good Spaniards" is as clever us lie ought to be he
will iu a short time be able to build honestly as fine
a palace as did that other good Spaniard, Yalma!'soda. Hut, alter all. it is the old story.history re[
peating itself.and this melancholy age lias no sui-
Ncicnt reason to grumble.
When the time has come to take up the whole

Cuban qucstiou I will do full justice to the official
class and their allies in their political, moral and
social aspects. A desire to say a good word lor

TltE MICH-ABUSED REPUBLIC
has led me to touch upon a subject which I had
intended to reserve for a more opportune moment:
but the present letter will of necessity l»c a kind of
mosaic made up of bits of the opinions ef others
ratlier than my own. The motive cause of iny
writing is to throw a little light on the conspiracy
at present in lull play that is endeavoring to overthrowthe Republic and restore u despotism
that will give "satlslactory guarantees"' to
the friends ol "moral order'' not alone In
Spain, but in Europe. It would be a serious
error to look upon the struggle now going on in
Spain as an isolated event, only interesting
to the natives of the Peninsula.

TIIB MONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY.
So far Irom tills being the case, all the monarch|

Isrs of Europe urcnwustalmug the Carllsts with
money, arms and an excellently organized moral
support. Some of the means adopted to aid the
restoration -<liuw that the (action of despotism are
close students of Mnchlavelll, and would almost
tempt one to believe that "divine right" and the
Father of all evil were closely connected.

TREASON,
Many of the most devoted adherents of Don

Carlos have attached themselves outwardly to the
republican party, in which they are distinguished
ior their violence and the incendiary appeals they
mane io the passions of the lowest and most
ignorant portion of the population. The ob'ject of this conduct is to create dlsorHer,prevent the organization of a stable
government, and, 11 possible, promote a

foreign Intervention with the object of restoring
the monarchy. Owing to the want of intelligent
co-operation among the republicans ami their in!aptitude loi HClf-govcrument, which Is the natural
result of the state of subjection iu which the
masses of the people have been held for generations,the success of these schemes would scarcely
be doubtful, but that the Republic Is protected by
tue irreconcilable differences between the rival
pretenders to the crown. The success of Don
C'urllst is absolutely impossible, because the only
two classes that could maintain him In power are

hopelessly op|K)sed to his pretensions; the ariny
is almost wholly Allonsist, while «

TUK PIUUTINO KI.KMKNT

of the large centred of population p* fa favor of a

IK HERALD, WEDNESDA
federal republic. The O&rlistB are, therefore, flghtliu;for le Hoi de Prune, and one of these days,
when the foundation** of the Kepubiio have been

completely sapped, the flag of Prince Alfonso
will be shaken to the breeze, and we shall have a

three-oornered contest to decide who shall dlretst
the destiuie? of Spain. How that seemingly inevitablestruggle will end it Is, of course, impossible
to say, and it woqld require a far greater amount
of information than I can pretend to possess at

present even to form an opinion that would be
worth anything. On the voyage here 1 obtainedsome startling information about
the alma of parties . and the private opinions
of prominent men on the political stage.
Many of these statements appeared to me incredible,and simply invented by political antagonism
to damage opponents, and I was inclined to look
on much of the Information given to tnc as simply
sensational. Mince my arrival here, however, I
have had canse to change my mind, and place
inoro iait.li in the curious revelations made to me.

AKK CASTKI.AB AND fr'lGUKKAS TBA1TOKS t
An ofllcer who had occupied a very Important

post in the government of Cuba Informed mc, in
one of our mauy discussions on the future of the
Kupubllc of Spain, that even Plguerasand Gastelar
were conspiring with the Allouslst party lor
its overtnrow. Uo assured me that Flgueraa
was in actual communication with Caballerotic Rodas. and that the restoration
or the monarchy would be decided upon
at Biarritz and San Juan do Luz, where the conspiratorswere assembling to arrange their dual
action. This gentleman, who plumes himself on the
honor of the adherent.-* ol despotism, is an olllcer
of high grade, and coolly announced hie intention
of requcstihg leave of absence in order to go join
the conspirators. As a proof of I'lgncrus' lAfaniy
I find this officer's name among a list of forty
others whom the fugitive President promoted the
day before ho ran away. It is only five months
since this olllccr was promoted out oi bis turn by
the same occult iniluence that has won him his last
step. Under these.circumstances I fear that there
is no longer any reason to doubt that Figuoras Is a
traitor, the more so as he is spoken of by bis supposedpolitical opponents as a man of "order".
' moral order," of the latest French pattern.

In view of this treason on the part of a man
whom the outside world was wont to look upon as
one of the stoutest champions of republicanism In
the Peninsula, it becomes Impossible to Judge what
may be

TIJK PUTITBK OF TIIK IK OK It A I, HEPUBMC.
Unfortunately for Its chances of success many of
the loudest and most violent supporters of this
form of government are the secret enemies of all
forms of republican government. With a treachery
that seems particular to Spanish politics In the Old
and New Worlds, these men have come forward as
upholders of the federal idea, with the object of
rendering all republican organization impossible,
in order that one of tbe rival despotisms should
be restored. Roth the Carllsts and Altonslstshave been guilty of this conduct,
which ought to discredit them in the
eves ol the civilized world. It 1s
to be feared that the consequence of this
Machiavellian policy will .be more serious than Its
promoters intended. Not alone is there danger
that the federal Republic will be unable to restore
peace and order, but It is probable that the present
disorganization will spread and take such proportionsthat no party will be able to organize the
nation until the country has been completely exhaustedby a prolonged internecine struggle. Two
efforts' have already been made by the Alfonsist
party to seize on the reins of power, and, though
for want of a leader fit to cope with the occasion,
both these attempts have failed, they will certainly
bo renewed. The mysterious demonstrations on
tne nights of tho 23d of April and 11th of May were
intended to overthrow the republican government,
run! In both I have good reason to believe that
Figueras was coneerned. It Is certain that
lie was in communication witu Cabcllero de Ro-
das liefore the llrst date, and tny irlond, the con-
spiring Colonel, gave me the following explanation
of the Brat attempt:."In Spain there are two
military organizations that have never taken part
In any revolt against, the established government
of the day, but have confined themselves to implicitlyobeying whatever party may be in power.
Attcr the dissolution 01 the old Cortes the Commissionthey had created represented trie legal power
of the nation, and as tlicy were monarchical in
tneir opinions, if they had dismissed the governmentand taken possession ol the ministry, borh
I-luglneers and the (.uardia Civil would have recognizedthem as the legitimate government. This
would have enabled the monarchists to control
the elections to the new Cortes and put
an end to the Henuhllc." Fortnnatolv "some-

body blundered," and the seven monarchical battalionsof volunteers delayed their actions too
long, until Senor Estcvancz. the present Minister
of War, assembled the republican volunteers anil
rendered a new revolution too doubtful to be attempted.It seems clear to rac that, though
neither the duardla Civil nor the Engineers took
any active part in this conspiracy, that at least
some among then were well aware of the treason
that was being hatched agaiust the government.
The peculiar sense of nonor that Is cultivated
among .Spanish officers, however, appears to have
been pcrlectlv satislied by simply avoiding the
commission of any overt act., and adopting the
sale If not very glorious alternative of watting to
ace what would turn up.

TIlE FKDKKAl. JHEA
has cxe'tcd all the latent anger of the army and
naval officers against the republican lorm of gov-
eminent, as they Icar that the next step will oc
the abolition ol both services and their conse-
ifucnt reduction to penury. The conduct of some
foolish men , who dr, am of carrying republican
theor.es to tne extreme of abolishing all organized
society, has served to develop the distrust of the
officers, and as a result scarcely any of t Item are

heartily obeying the government. This is the great
secret of the continuance of the earllst movement,
t he troops sent agaiust the insurgents contenting
themselves with going through the form of opposingor seeking the enemy. Now am! then con-
tlicts occur, but tljey are rarely of any importance,
ami serve only to keep up the fiction that the campaignis being carrieil on seriously against the
CarHsts. It is questionable, however, if

Ai.fonsists
have not spoiled their own chances of success by
the disorganization they have encouraged in the
army, ir. order to paralyze the Republic. A breach
has been made between officers and soldiers that
it may be impossible to bridge over. The inen perceivethat the pretended campaign against the
Carlists is a shatu, and, encouraged by officious republicanagents, they have come to look with suspicionand dislike on the officers. The grave effects
that will probably result to tho AiConsist party
from tins unexpected complication has already induceda readier support or the government by the
military chiefs, who have suddenly become anxious
that the "ordinance" should be applied in all its
rigor, The joke of the matter is that li this were
done there is scarcely u man among them that
would escape being shot, according to the letter
and spirit of the law: but ol course tlic.v only mean
to apply the law in all Its rigor to the private*
who get all the kicks and very few
ol the half-pence in these constant civil conflicts.
I'tiis anfortunate class are really to be pitied, for
they are made at once the tools and victims of the
unceasing political intrigues carried ou by all particsin this country. The only movement that
ailords thein any hope of reller from ari intolerable
position is the federal Republic, with its programmetending to the abolition of the permanent
annj. No honest man w ho understands the workingof the Spanish military system can afford to
disapprove ol tills pioject, though for the moment
its consequence, on the surface, appears to threaten
disaster to the Republic. It is scarcely credible
that both the danger and inconvenience of dissolvingthe army at thh stage Should not. be patent
10 all Intelligent men among the federalists, and It
must be steadily kept in mind that this party embrace!a largo part ol the most intelligent ol the
ponulatlon. It appears to mo, then, that

THK CRTSADK AUAINST TUK ARMV
Is adopted as a choice of evils, not as a policy good
in itself and of immediate application. Tho
officers, as a class, have been doing all in their
power to bring the Republic into hat red and contempt.With this object Uicj Uavc temporized
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with the Carllst movement, without absolutely
lending it much aid, except such* as were pronouncedOarlists. Indeed, eo hostile was this
military class to the new order of things that when
the news arrived in Cuba of the proclamation ol
the KepuDlIc, some days before I left for the Insurgentlines, it was openly stated that the army
would soon put down with a strong hand all inconvenientpopular aspirations after liberty. The
assassination of Castelar, who seemed to be
looked on as principally responsible lor the
existence In Spain of subversive opinions,
was openly canvassed, and the same thing
happened on the voyage from Cuba. It was
of common occurrence^ board for officers either
to proclaim the idea, or assent to It wnen put forwurdby others, that the Minister of State, Scflor
Castelar, ought to be assassinated. Had this occurredonce Tn the heat of political argument I
would not have been Inclined to pay much heed to
It, but It was of frequent occurrence, and spoken
by men whose past history proclaimed thein quite
capable of committing the crime, as well as iiuag-
nunc it. it wouiu oe a mistake to inter from tuts
that there are ao honorable men tn the Spanish
army, I believe there are Home, but the majority
have peculiar notions an to what

*

POLITICAL MOKALITV
consists In. If pressed on tho point they would
probably admit that to serve one's party and one's
self ut the Hamc time was the greatest proof of
virtuo that a Christian gentleman could
give. At least the impression constantly
lctt on my mind by conversation with
the military gentlemen lias been that
their Idea ol pure morality consisted In ktlling
od every one who happened to be opposed to the
party that, for the moment, owned their allegiance,
by whatever means, und getting promoted as

quickly as possible. Add to this a profound contemptfor the people, from whom. In the majority
of cases, they have sprung; an invincible prejudice
against republican institutions and an astonishing
ignorance of what constitutes liberty lu a well orderedKtatc, then it will be possible to understand
the attitude, of the body of the Spanish officers
towards the present republican government.
What renders the pretension of tho military to dictateto the nation more Insupportable is the low
standard of education among the officers as a body.
Possibly in this respect the Spanish army ranks
lower than any other army In Europe, as a large
proportion of the officers belong to the close tie
tropa, or men who have risen from the ranks, and
the cadet class, whose education also is very imperfect.
The system of

PROMOTION FOR POLITICAL SERVICE
has also exercised a very bad influence on the
character and Btanding of the officers. People
who are very iond or flinging stones at popular institutionsare accustomed to adduce the low chararucterand lmpcrlect education oi many who
climb to political power in republics as a proof of
the natural lnieriority of republican or free institutionsto a despotism. Hut after an impartial examinationof the men who have exercised power
und influence on the royalist side in Spain very
few would care to exchange even a Boss Tweed for
a General Prim. It is one of the admirable features
of» monarchy that it is capable not alone or concealingthe moral disorders that are catlug away
the base of society, but that by the inventionof a Action it can even make
vice appear a virtue. Had General Prim
lived In America he would in, all
probability have terminated bis career In State
Prison. Even had an avenging bullet pat an end to
his career, though we should have reprobated the
crime, very little sympathy would have been
wasted on the victim. It requires a certain amount
of indifference to public opinion to compare a
"hero" like Prim to a found-out politician likd
Tweed, who, if only half the charges brought
against liiui are true, is certainly a very disreputableperson; but an unprejudiced jndge would not
hesitate to give him a better certiUcate of characterthan could be honestly accorded to the Spanish
"hero." It, is quite true that the Spaniard was dramaticallythe grander ruffian, bat even the bitterestor the Committee of Seventy would probably
give Tweed a vote of thanks for not Imitating too
eloscly the "grandeur" of his Spanish rival.

rniM AND TWKEn.A COMPARISON.
In the character and policy of both these notorietiesthere was much that was similar. Both

were men horn In the humbler walks ol life, and

a desire to rise above their fcllow-mcn, without car|lug much as to the means by which their advance1meat was to be secured. Prim began to train himselflor a prteition of honor and responsibility under
the Spanish Crown by connecting himself with a

party of smugglers, ami in a short time, owing to
his resolute, and, perhaps, little scrupulous character,obtained Immense influence among that
powerful and desperate community. In the civil
troubles he rose bv the aid of his companions to
the highest position in the ytate, lor at the time
of his death he was the uncrowned King of Spain,
in ills own pithy phrase."lie commanded the
army'!.a fact wnlcli it was not permitted to afiy
ot his oppuncnts to doubt. Ills authority was sustainedby all the desperate rascals in Spam withoutdifference of political opinions, for, like the
"boss," he was far too wise to trouble himself with
such recondite questions as a man's private
opinions so long as the man was wining for a considerationto obey blindly the instructions he reIceived. In tills wayPrim controlled all the readiest
knives and'blunderbusses in Spain, nud if he did
not exterminate every one who happened to differ
with hiiu tt wa9 because it wan not good policy to
do so. But one thlug is certain, that when the
would-be king-maker had an object to secure he
never hesitated to u3e both bayonet and bullet to
secure it. His partisans in the army were very
numerous, and quite a large number of "illustrious
swords" were as absolutely at his disposal as in
the good old times were the daggers of the bravo
ut the command of the Venetian noble. It is one of
the charms of the "moral order" system ttiai a state
Of society so nearly approaching the barbarous
could exist in the enlightened nineteenth century,
ami yet remain comparatively unknown to the
outside world. The Spaniards have become so

nsed to be governed in the same way since the ad*
veut of the Bourbons that ihey naturally could not
see lioW disgraceful to a nation it was to be governedby a man Hke Prim. On the contrary, I ain

rather of opinion that they liked him. He was

inclined to be despotic, but at least he was not a

fool, and this was more than could lie said for

many or ins preueces»ur*. iuuk as uc cuum

direct the destinies of the nation and live in OrlenItni magnificence he was quite willing that the peopleshould enjoy so much liberty as he thought
good for them, anil he nevei*thought of interfering
in small matters. Very' Tew men outside the
inner politlcul ring Imagined that the great
Spanish leader could not write correctly,
although in his smuggling career he nail learned to
talk French with facility. From this It will be seen

that It Is not alone In republics that unscrupulous
adventurers rise to power und influence: indeed,
so far from that being the case, I am inclined to
Think that a larger proportion oi worthless people
obtain place and power under the monarchical systemthan in democracies, only in the former the
defects and corruptions ure thinly varnished over,
aim, as it Is not the correct thiug to look below the
surface, appearances are better preserved. If the
New York press could be transferred for a few
months to Madrid there would be reaped

A CROP OF SKN8ATI0NS

before which Tammany frauds and Credit Mobllier
scandals would have to hide their diminished heads.
But dishonesty under the monarchical system enjoysmany privileges. No one In Spain would
think of Inquiring how a man like Trim, originally
very poor, could afford to live In Oriental splendor
on the modest pay of a Spanish oflirial. American
public opinion would not hesitate to proclaim the
source of revenue corrupt, and under similar cirJ
cumstanccs would charge a public servant with

stealing. The Spaniards are, however, too well

governed to venture on such an exhibition of sudor,for the result, probably, would be
tho reverse of sattsiactor.v to the audacious
disturber of "moral order." There Is a

story told of O'Donnell that Illustrates in
some son the way In which inconvenient political
discussions were wont to be suppressed by the
"moral order" party, who arc now appealing to

the conscience oi the ttUUicd world to pftvo them

"LB SHEET.
from the terrible visitation of a popular government.

O'DONNELL
was dying, and, like agood Christian,' was attended
by the clergy. His confessor, having some knowledgeof bis somewhat stormy political Hie, cxnorted
him, now that be was in his last hour, to iorgive
his enemies. My enemies!" replied the General,
with Christian resignation, "1 have got uone. I
shot (horn all;" and yet O'Donnell was by no
means the worst of the military satraps who ruled
Spsin at their good pleasure.

Inestimating any regrettable acts that may be
committed by the people in their efforts to secure
their new-found liberty It .will be well to keep In
mind the terrible provocations they have received.
It will then appear more wonderful that so few
excesses have been committed by a people who
have been cruelly and savagely oppressed. Most
01 the outrages bo far reported have, I believe,
been committed by the soldiers against thoir offlecrs.This has not surprised uic, tor the state of
feeling in the ranks of tho arm / of Cuba is certainly
"far from reassuring, and I would not lie at all sur-
prised if similar scenes to those of Igualada occurredin Cuba. During inv imprisonment i had a

good deal of communication with tho common

soldiers, as i found them more manly and more reliablethan their superior*).
TUB COMMON SOl.DIER.

In conversation they always spoke of the officers
as "tos tiranoa," the tyrants, and more than one
man expressed a fervent wish that the day was.
not far distant when the troops could legally and
constitutionally cut the throats of the tiranoa.
If this same amiable desire exists among the com
mou soldiers in Spain there are some pleasant experiencesin store for loa aenorca officiates, unless
they heartily throw themselves into the work of
consolidating the Republic, and this, from whan I
know of them, they are very unwilling to do. In
my opinion the best thing the republicans could do
would be to dismiss all the superior officers who
wero not tried republicans and give the command
tn distinguished lorelgn republican officers and such
young men in the lower grades as showed aptitude
lor command, in the Vascondadas there are fifty
battalions of infantry and thirty-eight squadrons
of cavalry, with a numerous artillery, who pretend
to be making war against tho Oarllsts, but who are
in reality only covering their operations. It is
needless to say that this large army could destroy
In a week the five or six thousand peasants who
are disturbing the country, it it wore not for the
treacherous Inactivity of the officers In command.
Of coarse, the object of all this is to disgust tho
country with the Republic and promote a return to
tho old military government, when the military
Imbecility of the present moment would be changed
for massacres in the streets and a policy
of terror that would leave no doubt on
the minds of any one that a "strong government''had been re-established. Then,
while the streets are running with blood, we shall
have the usual "Te Deums" lor the re-establish-
ment or order, ana "peace wm reign in Warsaw".
for a while. Should the reactionary movement be
successful it will be a sad misfortune, not alone for
Spain, but ror Europe, as It would inevitably drag
in Its train the restoration of the monarchy In
France. This is not a consummation to be wished
for, as it will only diave the effect of causing similartrouble and bloodshed again a few years later.
In the South of Europe the popular desire for the
establishment of a republic has been gaining
strength year" by year, and it Is, . therefore,only on a republican basis that liberty 1

aud order can be permanently established.
Whatever the privileged classes may say, or how
mnchsoever they may attempt to misrepresent the
will of the people by the aid of a corrupt press: the
depth and intensity of the republican feeling
among The masses in the South of Europe cannot
be denied. Castclar says, in his "History of Christianity,"that in the first centuries the eyes of the
Christian world turned naturally to Rome, and for
the nrst time mankind, with one impulse, acknowledgedthe force ot a unifying idea. Well, that
unity of religious belief is broken, and man now, in
a more fully developed period or Intelligence, seeks
for

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL REGENERATION,
but Re no longer turns his eyes to Rome, bat to
Washington. For the first time, I believe, in
American history. President Grant spoke words of
hope and encouragement to the millions scattered
over tue world who turn with love und admiration
to America as the haven of refuge ol the miserable
and the oppressed. Rome conquered the world
with her legions; but America, greater than Rome,
will impose her institutions on mankind by the
irresistible force of au idea. It would be well if
American statesmen and publicists recognized
more lolly the magnificent destiny marked out for
their country by the Creator, and lilted up their
voices to protect the oppressed millions who hail
the nag or Washington as their guiding star in
their passage through the gloom of social and politicalbondage to the confines of liberty.

JAMKS J. O'KELLY.

LITERARY CHLT-CHAT.

Dr. L. Scitmitz, whose compendious histories of
Orecce and Rome are well known, lias added a

history pf England to the series.
Major Knoll'ys has in the press a hnndy dictionaryof mlliiary terms. Tins work, which Is to

do of pocket size, and to l-ostonly one shilling, is
intended chiefly for the information of newspaper
writers and readers, who sometimes come across

military terms the meaning of which they do not
understand.
Mr. E. steiger, who collected and furnished for

the Vienna Exposition a great collection or Americannewspapers, representing all the 8tat.es and
Territories, now proposes to print a classified catalogueof American periodicals. It will include
about eight thousand titles, and its great value will
coustst in its systematic division by subjects, so
that the reader will have before him at a glance
every periodical, whether daily, weekly, monthly
or quarterly, devoted to art, religion, medicine,
natural science, politics, law, literature, Ac.
James Gopkin's "Religious History of Ireland"

is pronounced a masterly and painstaking performance,though open to the objection that it is
ravoraole throughout to the English rule.
Mas. Mary Cowpes Clarke's new book, "The

Trust and the Remittance, Two Love Stories In
Metre Prose," boasts the following peculiar rtftdtIcation:."To the lover-husband ol eighty-live these
love stories ure dedicated by tne lover-wife of
sixty-seven.
Uekmax Cikimm has gone to Florence for the

purpose of preparing a new edition o! tils "Life of
Michael Angclo" and a continuation ol his book on

Raphael."
M. Camili.e Flammakion, whose popular books

on science contain more line writing rhan fact,
gives us this hint in nta "Marvels of the Heavens"
as to the origin 01 his own name:.
"For Orion 1 have a sympathy." says M. Flammarion,"lor winch I cannot and will not defend

myself. Bet ween ourselves, 1 read an astrological
treatise oi the Middle Ages; Its title was Flamma
ononis. rdnce that time this name Is dear to me.
I love it."
Tint Saturday Review declares It will say a good

word lor any novel written In good Kngllsh which
is free from villains and all extravagant adventures,
has "a low rate of mortality, and is contained in
one volume." Such a novel it at last finds In Miss
Braddon's "Slip in thp Fens," which lie pronounces
"acarefully painted Dutch picture."
"a Wintbk in Morocco," by Amelia Pcrricr, Is

notable only in proving that Morocco Is a capital
place to stuy away from. Spite of its delightful
climate and advantages for consumptive travellers,its people live in flith tnd degradation, an
the trail or the serpent is over It all.
The Saturday Review points out the contrasts

between the public character and the private
being of most authors thus
The lively novelist Is a taciturn, morose kind of

pcrMin, ever ready to sturt topics of a grave and
depressing nature. The poet whose songs are lull
of that delicious melancholy thai, makes them so
divinely sad is a rubicund, rosy-gllled gentleman.

I brisk, middle-aged, comlortable, particular as to
his wines, amr prone to personal gossip and feeble
humor. The lady novelist who sails very near the
wind, and on whom tile critics ure severe by principle,is as quiet as a Quakeress In her conversationand as demure as a nun In her bearing. The
"sour lemlninc essayist, who finds everyt hing wrong
and nothing in its place, has a face like Hie lull
moon and looks as if she ted on cream and butter.

It is conjectured that the lady who sat for the
Ust ctvUieg was Migs franc|s i'owcr f&bbc.

CONSTANTINOPLE.
The Imperial Firman to the Khediyo.

His Ambition Unsatisfied.

THE SULTAN HIS GUESTPresentation

of a Gold Dinner Service to So

Imperial Majesty.Probable Change of Minlo>

try.Mahmoud Pacha Found tahdhi
Turk's Surprise at the Shah's Sneeeai
in Europe.Conciliatory Policy of
the Porte Towards Persia.PersianNotions of Punishing

Offences.Brigandage in
the Provinces -A
Brigand Saint .

uunM Aivi inurijfi, ti uij i«, &oio>

I enclose the text of t lie firman lately granted toy
the Sultan to the Khedive of Egypt. It la a very
full and comprehensive document, aud the Khedlvn
should consider himself to have got the full worth
of Ills money and trouble. He wunls more, however,and the rumors auout the purchase of the
Yemen and Mecca are reviving and are acquiring
some basis. Indeed, the Idea does not appear to
be a new one, as negotiations on the subject had
been entered into during the Oraud Vizicrate of
Maiimoud Pacha. His Hignness of Egypt has so

thoroughly ingratiated himself In the imperial
favor. and the solidity ol his arguments have been
found so perlectly irresistible, that hiB influence juat
now is all powerful.a little more slackening of Ms
purse strings and the coveted territory may
become his own. The other night he held Mgti
slate in his palace. His ships and grounds were

again lighted up H jour, his sailors and guards ol
honor lined the approaches to his gates, (or he was

entertaining as his guest, at a splendid banquet,
Abdul Aziz himself. The service of gold plate on
which the dinner was served had been specially
brought Irom Egypt lor the occasion, and having
once come under the imperial notice It could not,
of course, return to the use of inferior mortals; so
next day it was carefully packed up and sent to
the .Sultan's palace for his acceptance, as a trilling
ottering, showing what his rich vassal mlgut do for
In 111 it lie would in return do what was asked ol
liirn.

THK VISIT OV TUB KHRI1IVR
lias not altogctlier worked for the good of the
Grand Vizior, and althougn Mcliemet liustidl seems
to be well up to his business rfud has as yet done
nothing outrageously bad, his doom Is looked upon
as fixed, and after the khedive's departure it is ex
pected there will be a clean sweep of the whole
Cabinet. Au incident which has occurred within
these two last days may possibly, however, turn
the balance in his favor again, as it will furnish
him witn an opportunity of showing zeal and devotionin his master's service, a virtue whlcti will be
all the more carefully exercised in this case, as It
concerns the fate of a hated and powcriul rival.
The ex-Grand Vizier Mahmoud Pacha has managed
to draw upon himself the vials of imperialwrath, some say owing to revelation!
made by the Khedive regarding the cx-Mlnister'a
"peccadilloes" wlille in office; others, tnai ne naa

been discovered' conspiring against the Sultan's
life. Whichever way It may be the charges against
him must be very serious, judging by the prompt
and severe measures adopted In order to bring him
to justice. In the first burst or his wrath, tho Sultanordered him into banishment for Hie, but on the
remonstrances of the Grand Vhsicr, who pleaded
that public opiuion in Kurope was in lavor of tryinga man first before condemning him, he allowed
himself to be persuaded to have Mahmoud up for
trial to the capital. A telegram was at once despatchedto the Lieutenant Governor of the province(of which Mahmoud was Governor General) to
send his chief up under arrest lu the charge of
armed police.
The Turks arn beholding with

IXOIGNANT ASTONISHMENT
the ovations offered to the Shah or Persia by all tho
sovereigns of Kurope. "What is he?" thev^av.
"Neither a Sultan nor an Emperor; his territory u
small and his subjects.what was left ol them
alter the famine.a mere handful." This feeling of
Irritation is naturally Increased Of the arrogant
tone which Teheran lias adopted towards Turkey on
the two subjects In dispute between the two countries.namely,the boundary question and tho
right which Persia claims.on the authority of s
treaty which never existed.to exercise judicial
authority over its owu subjects residing in Turkey.
Wishing to restore a better lectins betweou tho
two countries the present ministry have shown
themselves very pliant on both these matters. The
boundary question is in a lair way of being settled,
and the other day

THE rKRSIAN RIOTERS,
who were arrested In the act oi cutting down the
Turkish police, were at once handed to the Persian
Ambassador, to be dealt with according to tne laws
oi his country. Tlio extent of the punishmentthey will receive will now depend on the length of
tneir purse. The majesty or the law is vindicated on
pari icularly solemn occasions in Persia by cutttnn
holes in the delinquents1 flesh, inserting lighten
candle ends and letting tlieni barn out, although
skinning aiive is a more frequent mode by which
the government of the Shah signifies tis disapprobationof the conduct of an Offending subject.
Kxeept, however, in cases or extreme poverty a
culprit may avoid the discomlorts ol decortication
and sot himself square with the powers by submittingto a pecuniary sacrifice and a certain amount
of pruning, regulated by circumstances and
applied to limb or leature, according to the taste
and fancy of the executioners. Indeed, farther
than this, a judicious use of his wealth has been
known to enable a rich criminal to expiate his
offence by the mere formality of a noonday walk
through

THE FASHIONA EI.K STREETS
of Teheran unencumbered by any article of dress,
except a ring passed through the gristle of ilia
nose, to which the executive officer attaches his
leading string. With so elastic a system of criminaljurisprudence it is not to be wondered at that
attachment to his national institutions should in
the mind of the Persian amount to poetic and even
to religious devotion.

All the provincial correspondents dwell on the
same subject ol complaint.the apparent inefficiencyof the government to ex terminate brigandage.Near.Shunila three Frenchmen were nearly
hacked to pieces; ui Thrace a wealthy Greek merchantwas kidnapped and carried off to the fastnessesof Mount Olympus. It is only quite lately
that the government has succeeded in laying handti

^

on a sanguinary ireebooter.the terror ot the villagesnear Smyrna.although he had his recognized
residence in the heart ot a populous district. Tha
reason of tins singular forbearance bn the part of
the police was the usscrted insanity of this man,
ami madmen enjoy a special sanctity In the eyes of
Mohammedans. The tales told of this

ROBBF.it SAINT
»r.. full nfiinrrnr i na.iiih ni n hundred nersnna

mc said to have met. their death at his hands. Hi*
house was carefully avoided in the daytime, and
alter nightfall no on«- dared eome near it within
miles round, lor it was during the night that thia
human monster used to Issue forth and perpetrate
his atrocities. Several governors had successively
attempted to rid the country of lurii hv sending
troops to capture lnm; hut the superstitious terror
which attached to his name hail hitherto enabled
lum to set all armed force at defiance. The other
day. however, a more successful attempt was
made by the Governor of Smyrna. He despatched
a body of troops under the command of a
determined oillcer, with orders to captnro
the brigand dead or alive. His house wax
carefully approached, and all modes of
escape strongly guarded. The brigand Mustapha
stood on the defensive to the last, until perceiving
that tlnj troops were about to set tire to his dwell-'
lng, he became desperate, and suddenly uuboltiiikhis door, rushed, yataghan In hand, into the
midst of his assailants, cutting down all that were
within reach. He was overpowered by superior
numbers in the end, and, being heavily chained, he
was conveyed In safe custody to .Smyrna. As soon
as he arrived there crowds flocked to see* the once'
terrible Mustapha, who. loaded with irons, wax
being conducted to the (clous' dungeons, lie wljlonlv conic from thence to hear Ins sentence rcail
and pass into the executioner's hands for decapitation.
THE LONG ISLAND CITY CONTESTED ELECTIONCASE.
The extraordinary circuit or the Supreme Court,

appointed for the trial of the Long Island City contestedMayoralty election case, in June last, waa to
have been reopened yesterday In Hrookiyn. It
may be remembered that the jury on the trial dlaIagreed, leaving Henry S. Debevolse. who received
the certificate of election, in undisturbed possession
ot the office. Attachments jvere Issued rortliecorporationcounsel of Long Island City and hi.* ,

clerks, who had been summoned as witnesses by
the contesting party. Mr. Diunars, hut who did not
appear. An adjournment of the Circuit was had
until yesterday, in order thnt action might bo
taken towards having them punished for contempt.
Judge flamsey, however, failed to appear yesterday,and, by mutual consent, the matter was postponeduntil the October terra, to be heard by ft
_Judge ttby giffuiq uyjq gourt tugt tmp}v


